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CONSTITUTION AND BY-LAWS 


CONSTITUTION 


ARTICLE I—NameE 
This Society shall be called the American Physical 
Society. 
ARTICLE II—Osject 
The object of the Society shall be the advancement and 
diffusion of the knowledge of physics. 


ARTICLE III—FELLOwWsHIP AND MEMBERSHIP 


1. The membership of the Society shall consist of fel- 
lows, members, and honorary members. 

2. There shall be elected to fellowship only such persons 
as have contributed to the advancement of physics by 
independent, original research, or who have rendered some 
other special service to the cause of the science which is 
considered equivalent to such investigations. The fulfilment 
of these qualifications shall be determined by an examina- 
tion of the published works of the candidate. 

3. There may be elected to membership persons of any 
of the following classes: (a) graduate students specializing 
in physics; (b) teachers of physics in colleges and secondary 
schools who have not yet completed investigations which 
warrant election to fellowship; (c) other physicists whose 
work of investigation is not sufficient for qualifications as 
fellows; (d) persons engaged in lines of work related to 
physics, such as mathematics, astronomy, etc.; (e) persons 
who are not professionally engaged either in physics or re- 
lated lines, but whose interest and activity in the science 
would make them desirable members. Members have all 
the privileges of fellows except that they may not vote or 
hold office. 

4. Honorary members shall be persons of acknowledged 
preeminence in the science of physics. American physicists 
shall not be eligible to honorary membership. Honorary 
members shall have all the privileges of fellows, except that 
they may not vote or hold office; they shall be exempt from 
all dues and assessments. 


ARTICLE IV—ELEcTION oF FELLOWS AND MEMBERS 


1. For the election of a new fellow or member of the 
Society, or for the transfer of a member to fellowship, a 
nomination in due form, signed by two fellows or members 
of the Society, shall be presented at a meeting of the 
Council and, at a meeting of the Council occurring at least 
two weeks later the person named in such nomination shall 
receive the favorable ballots of a majority of the Councilors 
present. The Council may, however, at its discretion make 
election to membership at the same meeting at which the 
nomination is presented. 

2. A nomination for honorary membership shall be made 
by vote of the Council at a regular meeting of the Society, 
or by a petition in due form signed by not less than five 
members of the Council and submitted to the Secretary. 
A nomination so presented shall be submitted by the 
Secretary to letter ballot of all the members of the Council. 


For election to honorary membership the nominee shall 
receive the favorable votes of not less than three-fourths of 
the entire membership of the Council. 


ARTICLE V—OFFricers 


The officers of the Society shall be a President, a Vice- 
President, a Secretary, a Treasurer, and a Managing Editor. 


ARTICLE VI—Counci AND BoarpD oF EDITORS 


1. The President, Vice-President, Secretary, Treasurer, 
Managing Editor, the three Past-Presidents most recently 
retired from office, eight other members elected in the 
manner specified in Article VII, and all Past-Presidents 
first elected to the office of President prior to December 
1932 shall constitute a Council which shall have general 
charge of the affairs of the Society. 

2. The Managing Editor and such other elected and ap- 
pointed members as the Council may from time to time 
designate shall constitute the Board of Editors, and shall 
have charge, as designated by the Council, of the several 
publications of the Society. Not fewer than ten members 
of the Board of Editors, including the Managing Editor, 
shall be elected in the manner specified in Article VII. 


ARTICLE VII—ELEcTION oF OFFICERS 


1. The officers of the Society and the elected members of 
the Council and of the Board of Editors shall be elected by 
ballot at the Annual Meeting of each year. At least eight 
weeks before the Annual Meeting the Secretary shall send 
to each fellow of the Society a request for nominations, 
specifying the offices which are to be filled. The name of 
every candidate nominated by not less than twenty 
fellows shall be printed on the official ballot. The ballots 
shall also contain the names of one or more candidates 
proposed by the Council for each office and blank spaces in 
which the voter may substitute other names. A copy of 
the official ballot shall be sent to each fellow not less than 
three weeks before the Annual Meeting. Such a ballot, if 
marked by a qualified voter to indicate his choice, and if 
returned to the Secretary in a sealed envelope bearing the 
name of the voter, shall be counted at the Annual Meeting. 
A ballot properly marked and endorsed by a qualified voter 
may be cast in person at the Annual Meeting. A majority 
of all votes cast in person or by letter ballot shall be neces- 
sary for election. In case of failure to secure a majority for 
any office, the fellows present at the Annual Meeting shall 
choose by ballot one of the two candidates having the 
highest number of votes for that office. 

2. The term of office shall be one year for the President, 
Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer, four years for the 
elected members of the Council, and three years for the 
Managing Editor and the other elected members of the 
Board of Editors. Each official shall hold office until his 
successor is elected and has qualified. 
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3. No officer of the Society, except the Secretary, 
Treasurer, and Managing Editor, shall be eligible for 
reelection to the same office until at least one year after the 
completion of his term of office. 

4. If an office for any reason becomes vacant, the va- 
cancy shall be filled by the Council for the remainder of the 
term. If any elected member of the Council or of the 
Board of Editors vacate his position more than one year 
before the expiration of his term, the vacancy for the un- 
expired term shall be filled by the Society, by ballot, at the 
Annual Meeting. 


ARTICLE VIII—Sections 


1. Members and fellows residing in any locality may, 
with the approval of the Council, organize a local Section 
for the more active furtherance of the object of the Society 
as stated in Article II. 

2. Any local Section of the Society may be dissulved at 
the discretion of the Council. 


ARTICLE IX—Drvisions 


1. The Council may, upon petition by members of the 
Society, form a Division within the Society charged with 


the advancement and diffusion of the knowledge of a 
specified subject or subjects in physics. 

Z. Each Division shall elect an Executive Committee 
the Chairman of which shall report its activities and needs 
to the Council. 

3. Any Division may be dissolved at the discretion of the 
Council. 


ARTICLE X—AMENDMENTS 


No part of this Constitution shall be amended or an- 
nulled except by a vote taken at an Annual Meeting of the 
Society in the following manner: Any proposed amendment 
to this Constitution, accompanied by a proper ballot form, 
shall be submitted to all fellows of the Society at least three 
weeks in advance of the meeting at which such amendment 
is to be considered. Every ballot marked by a qualified 
voter to indicate his vote and returned to the Secretary ina 
sealed envelope bearing the name of the voter shall be 
counted at the meeting. A ballot properly marked and en- 
dorsed by a qualified voter may be cast in person at the 
Annual Meeting. The adoption of the proposed amendment 
shall require the affirmative votes of not less than two- 
thirds of the fellows voting in person at the meeting together 
with those voting by letter ballot. 


BY-LAWS 


ARTICLE I—DuveEs 


1. The annual dues of fellows shall be fourteen dollars 
and of members ten dollars, payable on the 1st of January. 

2. The membership of each new fellow or member shall 
date from the January ist nearest to the time of his elec- 
tion and he shall be entitled to receive periodicals from 
that date, as provided in Article VI. 

3. If the dues of any fellow or member remain unpaid 
beyond a reasonable time, the Council, after due notice, 
shall remove his name from the membership list. 

4. The Council shall, however, have power, by a special 
vote in each case, to honor a member or fellow by placing 
him on a retired list with no dues, provided such member 
or fellow is not less than sixty-five years of age, and has 
retired from active service in his professorial or other corre- 
sponding position. A member or fellow going on the retired 
list will waive the right to receive the journals from the 
Society. 

ARTICLE 


At least four regular meetings shall be held each year, at 
such times and places as shall be ordered by the Council. 
One of these, to be called the Annual Meeting, shall be 
held on a day to be determined by the Council, between 
the 26th and 31st of December, inclusive. Notices of the 
time and place of each meeting shall be sent by the Secre- 
tary to all fellows and members of the Society. 


ARTICLE III—MEETINGS oF THE COUNCIL 


1. There shall be a meeting of the Council at the time 
and place of each regular meeting of the Society. 

2. The president shall convoke the Council in special 
meeting whenever the affairs of the Society require it. 


3. A request in writing from five members of the Council 
shall render the convocation of the Council obligatory. 


ARTICLE IV—PREsSIDENTIAL ADDRESS 


It shall be the duty of the President to deliver an address 
before the Society at the Annual Meeting next succeeding 
his first election as President of the Society. 


ARTICLE V—PapeErs 


1. Only those titles of papers shall be listed on the pre- 
liminary program of. a meeting of the Society for which 
abstracts for publication are in the hands of the Secretary. 

2. A separate program shall be announced for each ses- 
sion, due allowance being made for discussion, Each session 
shall begin with the papers announced for that session, 
even when the program of the preceding session has not 
been completed. 

3. When two or more papers are offered by the same fel- 
low or member, one only of these will be assigned a place on 
the regular program, while the others will be placed in a 
supplementary program, to be called for if time permits. 

4. No papers may be accepted for presentation at any 
meeting of the Society subsequent to the closing date 
stated in the printed call for that meeting. 

5. Except by special vote of the Society, the maximum 
allowance of time for the presentation of a paper shall be 
ten minutes. The presiding officer shall enforce this rule. 


ARTICLE VI—JourNa.Ls 
1. Each fellow or member of the Society who has paid 
his dues in full, shall receive The Physical Review published 
by the Society, and Science Abstracts, Section-A Physics, 
except that a member or fellow not residing in the United 
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States, Canada, or Mexico, shall be entitled to receive The 
Physical Review only after payment in addition to dues of 
an amount to be fixed by the Managing Editor. (See also 
note below.) 

2. The Physical Review shall not be sent to newly elected 
fellows or members until the Managing Editor shall have 
received notice from the Treasurer that the dues have been 
paid in full. 


ARTICLE VII—CommiItTTEEs 


The terms of office of all committees appointed by vote 
of the Council or of the Society, shall end on the January 
ist next following the appointment, except upon special 
action of the Council continuing a committee. 
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ARTICLE VIII—AMENDMENTS 


These By-Laws may be amended or suspended only 
upon recommendation of the Council, and by a two-thirds 
vote of the fellows present at a meeting of the Society. 


(Note: By action of the Council on request addressed to 
the Treasurer, Reviews of Modern Physics, or Journal of 
Applied Physics or Review of Scientific Instruments may 
be substituted for The Physical Review, and Science 
Abstracts ‘‘B"’ may be substituted for Science Abstracts 
“A.” Until further notice the Managing Editor has set 
$1.50 as the payment in addition to dues to be made by a 
member (not a fellow) not residing in the United States, 
Canada, or Mexico.) 


ARTICLES OF INCORPORATION 


Incorporated in the District of Columbia 


DIsTRICT OF COLUMBIA, 

Know ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS, that we, all 
citizens of the United States, whose names are hereto 
undersigned, a majority of whom are residents of the 
District of Columbia, being desirous to form a society and 
body corporate under the laws of the said District, and in 
particular under sub-chapter 111 of Chapter XVIII of the 
Code of Law in force in the said District, do hereby declare 
and certify as follows, that is to say: 

First. The name of the Society hereby formed shall be 
The American Physical Society. 

Second. The term of existence of the said Society shall be 
perpetual. 

Third. The said Society shall have no capital stock. 

Fourth. The object and purpose of the said Society is, 
and shall be, to promote the advancement and diffusion of 
the knowledge of physics, to publish a periodical and other 
publications for that purpose, and to do such other things 
as may be conducive to the said purpose. 

Fifth. The business affairs and concerns of the said So- 
ciety shall be, during the first year of the existence, 
managed and directed by a board of trustees to be called 
the council, and consisting of twelve persons, the first 
members of which council, who shall act as such until the 
membership may be changed by an election held in ac- 
cordance with the constitution and by-laws of the Society, 
shall be: 


Ernest Merritt, Ithaca, New York; 

Karl E. Guthe, Ann Arbor, Michigan; 

Alfred D. Cole, Columbus, Ohio; 

Joseph S. Ames, Baltimore, Maryland; 
Robert A. Millikan, Chicago, Illinois; 

John Zeleny, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 

Henry A. Bumstead, New Haven, Connecticut; 
Theodore Lyman, Cambridge, Massachusetts; 
Howard T. Barnes, Montreal, Canada; 
William J. Humphreys, Washington, D. C.; 
Dayton C,. Miller, Cleveland, Ohio; 

George K. Burgess, Washington, D. C. 


The said Society reserves the right and power to amend, 
alter, replace, and to add to any and all of the provisions 


contained in this certification in such manner and to such 
extent as may be authorized by law. 

In witness whereof, we have affixed our signatures and 
our seals this the fourth day of November in the year 1914. 


ARTHUR L. Day (SEAL) 
W. J. HUMPHREYS (SEAL) 
S. W. STRATTON (SEAL) 


GEORGE K. BuRGESS (SEAL) 

District oF Co-uMBIA, | 
City OF WASHINGTON. f 

1, Henry D. Hubbard, a Notary Public in and for the 
District of Columbia, do hereby certify that George K. 
Burgess of Washington in the District of Columbia, 
Arthur L. Day, of the same city, William J. Humphreys of 
the same city, and Samuel W. Stratton of the same city, 
being parties to the aforegoing certificate of incorporation 
of the American Physical Society whose signatures and 
seals are thereto affixed, which certificate bears date on the 
fourth day of November in the year 1914, did personally 
appear before me in the City of Washington in the District 
aforesaid, the said persons being personally known to me as 
the persons who signed and sealed the said certificate, and 
did severally acknowledge the said certificate to be their 
act and deed for the purposes stated and set forth therein. 

Witness my hand and official seal set hereto on this 
fourth day of November in the year 1914. 

Henry D. HUBBARD, 

(Notarial Seal) Notary Public. 
OFFICE OF THE RECORDER OF DEEDS, 
DistRIcT OF COLUMBIA. 


This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and verified 
copy of the Articles of Incorporation, of the American 
Physical Society, and of the whole of said Articles of In- 
corporation, as filed in this office the 10th day of November, 
1914, and recorded in Liber No. 31, folio 57, et seq., one 
of the Incorporation Records of the District of Columbia. 

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto set my hand and 
affixed the seal of this office this 23rd day of December, 
A. D. 1914. 

Deputy and Acting Recorder of Deeds, D. C. 
R. W. Dutton. 
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GROWTH IN NUMBER OF MEMBERS IN THE AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY 


Year Honorary Fellows Members Total Year Honorary Fellows Members Total 
1899 59 59 1922 7 467 1044 1518 
1900 96 96 1923 8 484 1120 1612 
1901 100 100 1924 8 482 1169 1659 
1902 144 144 1925 8 491 1261 1760 
1905 2 255 25 282 1926 8 487 1358 1853 
1907 5 287 142 434 1927 7 486 1427 1920 
1909 5 295 195 495 1928 6 520 1637 2163 
1912 6 316 303 625 1929 6 522 1844 2372 
1913 6 340 336 682 1930 5 516 1963 2484 
1915 7 365 289 661 1931 6 679 1882 2567 
1917 7 370 491 868 1932 6 666 1916 2588 
1918 7 395 533 935 1933 6 662 2005 2673 
1919 7 452 687 1146 1934 6 662 2055 2723 
1920 7 456 833 1296 1935 6 694 2146 2846 
1921 7 461 925 1393 1936 6 730 2191 2927 
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MEMBERSHIP LIST 
OF 


THE AMERICAN PHYSICAL SOCIETY 


FEBRUARY, 1937 
PAST HONORARY MEMBERS 


Arrhenius, Svante August 
Lord Kelvin 


Lorentz, Hendrik Antoon 
Wiechert, Emil 


PRESENT HONORARY MEMBERS 


Bjerknes, Vilhelm Frimann Koren, Dr. Phil., LL.D., Emeritus Pro- 
fessor of Mechanics and Mathematical Physics at the University 
of Oslo, Oslo, Norway. 

Bohr, Niels, Dr. Phil., Professor of Theoretical Physics, University of 
Copenhagen and Director of the Institute of Theoretical Physics, 
Blegdamsveg 15, Copenhagen, Denmark. 

Bragg, Sir William (Henry), K.B.E., F.R.S., M.A., D.Sc., LL.D., 
Fullerian Professor of Chemistry and Director of the Davy- 
Faraday Research Laboratory, The Royal Institution, 21 
Albemarle St., London, W. 1, England. 


Einstein, Albert, D.Sc., Ph.D., LL.D., Professor of Mathematical 
Physics, The Institute for Advanced Study, Princeton, N.J. 

Planck, Max, Dr. Phil., D.Sc., Dr. Ing., Professor of Theoretical 
Physics, University of Berlin, Permanent Secretary of the 
Prussian Academy of Sciences, Wangenheim Sir. 21, Griinewald, 
Berlin, Germany. 

Rutherford, ist Baron of Nelson, Ernest, Kt., O.M., F.R.S., M.A., 
D.Sc., Ph.D., Cavendish Professor of Experimental Physics, 
University of Cambridge, and Director of Cavendish Laboratory. 
Newnham Cottage, Queen's Road, Cambridge, England. 
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